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September 18, 2006

Members of the Michigan House Committee on Judiciary
State Capitol Building

P.O. Box 330036

Lansing, M1 48909

Re: Personal Protection Order/Student Body Protection Order
Dear Honorable Members of the House Committee on Judiciary:

Mr. William J. Revord of the Iron Mountain School Board recently asked me to
write a letter in support of House Bill No. 6403 and other tie barred bills amending the
statutes pertaining to personal protection orders. While | am uncertain as to the status of
the currently proposed form of section 2976 or other potential proposed bills, I can
certainly state my support for an act which would allow school administrators to seek
injunctive relief on behalf of their students.

A few months ago I was assigned to review a petition for a personal protection
order. The petition was signed by the district school superintendent and alleged that he

WaS aCUNg 777 [oco parentis Tor the students within the district. The petition sought relief
against an individual who had previously been convicted of acting in a lewd manner
within the school zone, was now off probation, and was parking his car within the zone
immediately around the school purportedly for the purpose of engaging in some lewd act.

Being a relatively new Jjudge, I was hesitant to interpret the law in such manner as
to expand or modify the law by Judicial edict. However, I was convinced that the
protection sought was within the protection afforded to the class of individuals to be
protected by the existing statutes. Therefore, I signed the personal protection order in
favor of the students of the requesting school district and prohibited certain acts on behalf
of the individual within a defined school zone. Mr. Revord, with others, has taken the
lead in effort to amend the laws and eliminate any question as to whether or not school
administrators can seek protection on behalf of the student body.



protection orders. Convening a school board or other body to give approval for a petition
could certainly, in many circumstances, have dire effects,

present on or in other recognizable school property. [ believe that if individually
identifiable students are in need of protection from certain individuals going to or from
school, this is a matter more appropriately left to parents, guardians, and custodians,

children.

Very truly yours,

LD e
Hon. Thomas D. Slag]
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